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Communion Statement 
We will be celebrating Holy Communion at this service 

 
We consider this to be a family meal partaken in and with the   Real 
Presence of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The term “Communion” 
describes the relationship between the participants, certainly           
between each person and our Savior whose meal it is, but also with all 
who come together to consume Christ’s body and blood in and with 
the bread and wine. To properly celebrate Communion all                
participants should be in   communion; sharing the same confession of 
faith as is taught by the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS). We 
welcome all those who regularly confess this faith as members or 
regular attenders of Lamb of God. Those who belong to another 
LCMS congregation and wish to join with us as  fellow family 
members are asked to speak to an Elder prior to the  beginning 
of service. Those who are visiting but not members of an LCMS 
congregation may approach the communion rail and receive a 
blessing with their arms    folded in front of their chest, or remain 
seated.  
 

This has been the practice of the Church from the beginning, which 
according to earliest records would dismiss all those not baptized and 
confirmed before the Lord’s Supper was celebrated. We are                
celebrating this Sacrament in keeping with this tradition. If you are 
from outside the LCMS confession, please know that we are not     
judging you or your faith. We are not implying that you are not a 
Christian or worthy of the gifts Christ won for you on the cross. We 
are simply acknowledging that since you do not have the same       
confession as we do you are not “in communion” with us. If you still 
desire to participate in Holy Communion in the future at Lamb of God 
please speak with Pastor Mark after the service.  Thank you for      
honoring our celebration of Holy Communion.  
 
** Note: For those concerned about consuming alcohol-the individual cups in 
the center of each tray contain diluted wine. (1 drop of wine in water) There is 
gluten free wafers. 



Lamb of God Lutheran Church 
Empowered by Christ’s Sacraments to be His witness in  

Friendship/Fellowship/and Faith. 
2051 West Maple Ave.                             Pastor Mark Pretznow 
Flint, MI  48507      248 736 8639           
810 234 2423 
                                                       

 
4th Sunday in Advent 

December 18, 2022 

Divine Service V 
 

                 
 

Fellowship Register  
 

Please sign the register that you will find in the pew and pass it 
on to the others sitting in your pew.  Guests are invited to sign 
the register and please include your address.  Thank you. 

 
Pre-Service Music 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Opening Sharing of the Peace 
P The Peace of the Lord be with you always 
C and also with you 
  
P Please share the Peace of Christ with your fellow          

worshipers with a wave of your hand from where you sit. 
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398 Hail to the Lord's Anointed     sts. 1-2
 Sung to the tune from #915 "Today Your Mercy Calls Us 
 

1 Hail to the Lord’s anointed, 
    Great David’s greater Son! 
Hail, in the time appointed, 
    His reign on earth begun! 
He comes to break oppression, 
    To set the captive free, 
To take away transgression 
    And rule in equity. 

 
2 He comes with rescue speedy 

    To those who suffer wrong, 
To help the poor and needy 
    And bid the weak be strong; 
To give them songs for sighing, 
    Their darkness turn to light, 
Whose souls, condemned and dying, 
    Were precious in His sight. 

Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

 
 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C Amen. 
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Exhortation       LSB 213 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart 

and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us  
forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
Confession of Sins      LSB 213 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all 

my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 
offended You and justly deserved Your          
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy 
and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter  
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son,     
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, 
a poor, sinful being. 

 
Absolution        LSB 213 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 
called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 
grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 
 

Responsive Reading of Psalm 24 

P 1 The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, 

C the world and those who dwell therein, 

P 2 for he has founded it upon the seas 

C and established it upon the rivers. 

P 3 Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? 

C And who shall stand in his holy place? 

P 4 He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 
 who does not lift up his soul to what is false 

C and does not swear deceitfully. 

P 5 He will receive blessing from the Lord 

C and righteousness from the God of his          
salvation. 

P 6 Such is the generation of those who seek him, 

C who seek the face of the God of Jacob. 

P 7 Lift up your heads, O gates! 
 And be lifted up, O ancient doors, 

C that the King of glory may come in. 

P 8 Who is this King of glory? 

C The Lord of hosts, 
 he is the King of glory! 

P 9 Lift up your heads, O gates! 
 And lift them up, O ancient doors, 
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C that the King of glory may come in. 

P 10 Who is this King of glory? 

C The Lord of hosts, 
 he is the King of glory! 

 
Gloria Patri      LSB 186 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 
the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever. Amen. 

 
398 Hail to the Lord's Anointed st.3  

Sung to the tune from 915 "Today Your Mercy Calls Us" 
 
3 He shall come down like showers 

    Upon the fruitful earth; 
Love, joy, and hope, like flowers, 
    Spring in His path to birth. 
Before Him on the mountains 
    Shall peace, the herald, go; 
And righteousness in fountains 
    From hill to valley flow. 

Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by 
Your might, that the sins which weigh us down may be 
quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

 C Amen. 
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Please be seated 
 

Old Testament Lesson:     Isaiah 7:10-17 
 10Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the Lord 

your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz 

said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.” 13And 

he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to   

weary men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord   

himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 

bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds 

and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 

good. 16For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose 

the good, the land whose two kings you dread will be deserted. 17The 

Lord will bring upon you and upon your people and upon your     

father’s house such days as have not come since the day that    

Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.” 

  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Lesson:       Romans 1:1-7 
 1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set 

apart for the gospel of God, 2which he promised beforehand through 

his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3concerning his Son, who was  

descended from David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be 

the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his 

resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we 

have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of 

faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 6including you 

who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
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7To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 

 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

Holy Gospel:      Matthew 1:18-25 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first   

chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When 

his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came 

together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19And 

her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to 

shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these 

things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 

saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your 

wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will 

save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what 

the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

 and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 
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 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 

commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she 

had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated 
 

Children's Message 
 
 
 
 

 
525 Crown Him with Many Crowns sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 
Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800–94, alt. 

Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon: Matthew 1:20-24 
 

 
525 Crown Him with Many Crowns   sts. 4–5 

 

 

 

 
Text (st. 4): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903; (st. 5): Matthew Bridges, 1800–94, alt. 

Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Please stand as you are able 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
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     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according 
to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge 
both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and    
apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the           
remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Offering and Prayers 
 

Offering Statement 
P We do not pass the offering plate here at Lamb of God. 

If you are a visitor, we don't want you to feel obligated 
to give an offering, we are just glad that you have 
joined us for worship this day. Those who would like 
to give an offering may drop it off in the Offering Box 
in the Narthex, the box across from the Church Office, 
mail their Offering Envelope in, or use our online    
giving portal from our website.   

 
Offering Verse:       Psalm 24:1 

1The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, 
 the world and those who dwell therein, 

 
Offertory: 895 Now Thank We All Our God 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Rinckart, 1586–1649; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Please be seated 
 

Prayer of the Church 
P Lord God, You promised the virgin-born Son to reluctant 

King Ahaz, and in the fullness of time the Word became 
flesh. Open our hearts and strengthen our faith gladly to 
receive Your Son in the signs where He is present: not in 
signs of our own choosing, but in the Holy Word and 
Sacraments. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P ...Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
  
  
  

P Lord God, heavenly Father, we give You thanks for Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, who is truly Lord and ruler of the 
house of Israel. With the Holy Spirit, You spoke to    
Moses out of the burning bush and gave the law in terror 
to test Your ancient people, that the fear of You would be 
before them. As Moses stretched out his arm at Your 
Word to bring Israel out of bondage, and as he stood in 
the breach against Your wrath, so You have given Christ 
to redeem us with His arms outstretched on the wood of 
the cross. Grant that, as we recall with thanksgiving His 
advent in the flesh, we may always confess Him and   
remain watchful for His advent in glory at the Last Day; 
for You live and reign, ever one God, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

Preface        LSB 216 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord our 
God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us 
and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever         
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
Grant us Your Spirit, gracious Father, that we may give 
heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith and, 
above all, firmly take to heart the words with which 
Christ gives to us His body and blood for our            
forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember and 
give thanks for the boundless love which He manifested 
to us when, by pouring out His precious blood, He 
saved us from Your righteous wrath and from sin, death, 
and hell. Grant that we may receive the bread and wine, 
that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and 
pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; 
deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all 
glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer       LSB 241 
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are 

bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Introduction to The Words of Our Lord 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His 
command, and with His own words, we receive His  
testament: 

 
The Words of Our Lord     LSB 217 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was        
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, 
eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 
in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in                 
remembrance of Me.” 
 
 



Sanctus        LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei       LSB 163 
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Please be seated 
 

Distribution 
 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and 
blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who 
come to receive, saying: 

 
Right Column 

The true body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen. 
  
The true blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
 

Table Dismissal 
P Depart now in His joy and peace, knowing that all 

of your sins have been forgiven. 
 

516 Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying                              
A Lamb of God Favorite 
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Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Text and tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Distribution Hymn  
Sung to the tune from #883  

"All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night" 
 

 1  Creator of the stars of night, 
Thy people’s everlasting Light: 
O Christ, Redeemer, save us all 
And hear Thy servants when they call. 

 
2 Thou, grieving that the ancient curse 

Should doom to death a universe, 
Hast found the healing, full of grace, 
To cure and save our ruined race. 

 
3 Thou cam’st the Bridegroom of the bride, 

As drew the world to eventide, 
The spotless Victim all divine 
Proceeding from a virgin shrine. 

 
4 At whose dread name, majestic now, 

All knees must bend, all hearts must bow; 
All things celestial Thee shall own, 
And things terrestrial, Lord alone. 

 
5 O Thou, whose coming is with dread 

To judge the living and the dead, 
Preserve us from the ancient foe 
While still we dwell on earth below. 

 
D 6 To God the Father and the Son 

And Holy Spirit, Three in One, 
Praise, honor, might, and glory be 
From age to age eternally. Amen. 

 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Text: Public domain 
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361 O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 

 

 

 
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835–93 

Tune: Lewis H. Redner, 1831–1908 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
The Dismissal       LSB 217 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen 
and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. 
Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Please stand as you are able 
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Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all     
goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your               
only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this 
Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children 
but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy 
Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Close of the Service 
 

Benedicamus       LSB 218 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious 
to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 
peace. 

C Amen. 
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398 Hail to the Lord's Anointed       sts. 4-5  
Sung to the tune from #915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us" 

 
4 Kings shall fall down before Him 

    And gold and incense bring; 
All nations shall adore Him, 
    His praise all people sing. 
To Him shall prayer unceasing 
    And daily vows ascend; 
His kingdom still increasing, 
    A kingdom without end. 

 
5 O’er ev’ry foe victorious, 

    He on His throne shall rest, 
From age to age more glorious, 
    All blessing and all-blest. 
The tide of time shall never 
    His covenant remove; 
His name shall stand forever— 
    That name to us is Love. 

Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
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Sharing of the Peace 
P The Peace of the Lord be with you always 
C And also with you 
  
P The love and Peace of Christ Jesus, Your Savior, has 

been poured out upon you richly and abundantly this day. 
In the same manner it has been shared with you, pour out 
His gifts upon those around you, to all who need to hear 
the Gospel from your lips and by the work of your hands. 
In doing so we serve in the world as His Church.  

 
Closing Peace 

P Go in peace, serve the Lord 
C Thanks be to God 
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Fellowship Time 
 

All who are with us this morning are cordially invited to join 
us for refreshments and fellowship immediately following 
our worship services this morning.  Refreshments will be 
served for those wishing to stay.  This is a good time to get 
to know one another – plan to stay if you can. 
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