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4th Sunday after 
Epiphany:  

 Life Sunday 
 

January 29, 2023 
 

Service of Prayer & 
Preaching 

 

 
Pre-Service Music 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Salutation 

P The Peace of the Lord be with you always 

C And also with you. 
 

Please share the Peace of Christ with a wave of the hand from 
where you sit 

 



849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness                
A Lamb of God Favorite 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955 

Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia 
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 

Tune: Public domain 

 
Please stand as you are able 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 3 
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Opening Versicles 
 

Common         LSB 260 

P This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

P Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere; 

C I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my 
God than dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

P Make me to know Your ways, O Lord. 

C Teach me Your paths. 

P Sanctify us in Your truth. 

C Your Word is truth. 

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  

Responsive Psalm 139:1–17 

P 1  O Lord, you have searched me and known me! 

C 
2  You know when I sit down and when I rise 
up;   you discern my thoughts from afar. 

P 3 You search out my path and my lying down 

C and are acquainted with all my ways. 

P 4 Even before a word is on my tongue, 

C behold, O Lord, you know it altogether. 

P 5 You hem me in, behind and before, 

C and lay your hand upon me. 

P 6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
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C it is high; I cannot attain it. 

P 7 Where shall I go from your Spirit? 

C Or where shall I flee from your presence? 

P 8 If I ascend to heaven, you are there! 

C If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! 

P 9 If I take the wings of the morning 
 and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 

C 
10 even there your hand shall lead me, 
 and your right hand shall hold me. 

P 11 If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, 
 and the light about me be night,” 

C   
12 even the darkness is not dark to you; 

  the night is bright as the day, 
  for darkness is as light with you. 

P 13 For you formed my inward parts; 

C you knitted me together in my mother’s 
womb. 

P 14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made. 

C Wonderful are your works; 
 my soul knows it very well. 

P 15 My frame was not hidden from you, 
when I was being made in secret, 

C intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 

P 16 Your eyes saw my unformed substance; 
in your book were written, every one of them, 
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C the days that were formed for me, 
 when as yet there were none of them. 

P 17 How precious to me are your thoughts, O God! 

C How vast is the sum of them! 

C   Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 
  the Holy Spirit; 
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will 
  be forever. Amen. 

 
Please be seated 

 
914 Light of Light, O Sole-Begotten 
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Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: Henry Purcell, 1659–95, adapt. 

Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Old Testament Lesson:    Genesis 1:26-31  
  
26Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our      

likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and 

over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all 

the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 
27So God created man in his own image, 

 in the image of God he created him; 

 male and female he created them. 

 

 28And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be    

fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have    

dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens 

and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29And God 

said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is 

on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. 

You shall have them for food. 30And to every beast of the earth 

and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on 

the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every 

green plant for food.” And it was so. 31And God saw everything 

that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was 

evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle Lesson:     Ephesians 1:3-14 
 
 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual   

blessing in the heavenly places, 4even as he chose us in him  

before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 

blameless before him. In love 5he predestined us for adoption 

as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his 

will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has 

blessed us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through 

his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 

riches of his grace, 8which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom 

and insight 9making known to us the mystery of his will,      

according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10as a 

plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in 

heaven and things on earth. 

 11In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been 

predestined according to the purpose of him who works all 

things according to the counsel of his will, 12so that we who 

were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his 

glory. 13In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the 

gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with 

the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is the guarantee of our         

inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of 

his glory. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able 
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Gospel Lesson:      Mark 10:1-16 
 

P The Holy Gospel According to St. Mark, the 10th 
chapter 

C Glory to you, O Lord 
 

  
1And he left there and went to the region of Judea and beyond 

the Jordan, and crowds gathered to him again. And again, as 

was his custom, he taught them. 

 2And Pharisees came up and in order to test him asked, 

“Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” 3He answered 

them, “What did Moses command you?” 4They said, “Moses 

allowed a man to write a certificate of divorce and to send her 

away.” 5And Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of 

heart he wrote you this commandment. 6But from the            

beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ 
7‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold 

fast to his wife, 8and they shall become one flesh.’ So they are 

no longer two but one flesh. 9What therefore God has joined 

together, let not man separate.” 

 10And in the house the disciples asked him again about 

this matter. 11And he said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife 

and marries another commits adultery against her, 12and if she 

divorces her husband and marries another, she commits      

adultery.” 

 13And they were bringing children to him that he might 

touch them, and the disciples rebuked them.  
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14But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to them, “Let 

the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs 

the kingdom of God. 15Truly, I say to you, whoever does not     

receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” 16And 

he took them in his arms and blessed them, laying his hands on 

them. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord 

C Praise to you, O Christ 
 

 
Responsory 

 
Common           LSB 263 

P Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the       
heavens. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and 
the place where Your glory dwells. 

P Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep 
it. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and 
the place where Your glory dwells. 

P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit. 
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C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and 
the place where Your glory dwells. 

Creedal Hymn:  In God We Believe 
 

t: Gregory J. Wismar 
Tune: St. Denio W elsh folk tune 
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Please be seated 
Children's Message 

 

605 Father Welcomes 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Robin Mann, 1949 

Text and tune: © 1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526 

 



13 

Sermon: Mark 10:14-16  
"Who Belongs in the Kingdom of God?" 

 
 
588 Jesus Loves Me            sts. 1, ref, 2 

   A Lamb of God Favorite
 

 

 

 

 
Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820–1915, alt. 

Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–68 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Offering and Prayers 
 

Offering Statement 

P We do not pass the offering plate here at Lamb of God. 
If you are a visitor, we don't want you to feel obligated 
to give an offering, we are just glad that you have 
joined us for worship this day. Those who would like 
to give an offering may drop it off in the Offering Box 
in the Narthex, the box across from the Church Office, 
mail their Offering Envelope in, or use our online    
giving portal from our website.   
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Offering Verses: Ephesians 1:3–4 
 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the  
heavenly places, 4even as he chose us in him before the        
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless 
before him. 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 

 
Offertory: 809 Great is Thy Faithfulness                       

A Lamb of God Favorite 
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Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866–1960 

Tune: William M. Runyan, 1870–1957 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Please be seated 

 
Prayer of the Church 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all 
our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered 
throughout the world, and for the proclamation of 
the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 
to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this nation, for our cities and communities, and 
for the common welfare of us all, let us pray to the 
Lord: 
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C Lord, have mercy. 

P For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the 
earth, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult 
or dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for 
the widowed and orphaned, and for all those in prison, 
let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the sick and dying and for all those who care for 
them, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For all those on our Prayer List. as well as these for 
whom special prayers have been requested [Prayer 
Book] let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For all those celebrating birthdays this week including: 
Brian Tretheway, Jeffery Pear. Jean Baird, Jeanine 
Libka, Madelyn Grim, Aimee Rodabaugh, and William 
Carpenter, that they would be kept safe body and soul 
unto eternal life to come, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy 

P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, 
let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, 
have mercy. 

  



 
 

Collect of the Day 

P Almighty and everlasting Father, You give Your children 
many blessings even through we are undeserving. In every 
trial and temptation, grant us steadfast  confidence in Your 
loving-kindness and mercy, through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the   
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen 
 

Luther’s Morning Prayer 

 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus 
Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 
night from all harm and danger; and I pray that 
You would keep me this day also from sin and 
every evil, that all my doings and life may please 
You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my 
body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy     



angel be with me, that the evil foe may have 
no power over me.  Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we 
are bold to pray: 

 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Close of the Service 
 

Closing Blessing 

P Let us pray: 
O LORD, our God, you have called your servants to 
ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by 
paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. 
Give us faith to go out with good courage, not 
knowing where we go, but only that Your Holy 
Spirit is leading us, and Your hand is supporting us, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 



  

P And now, may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be and abide with you all 

C Amen 
 

 
Closing Video Anthem BOB #198 "Shout to the Lord" 

 
 
 

Closing Peace 

P Go in peace, serve the Lord 

C Thanks be to God 
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You are invited to remain for the        
Congregational Meeting directly          
fol- lowing 
our Wor-
ship Ser-
vice. 




