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Mid-Week
Advent Service #1

December 2, 2020

Pre-Service Music

Welcome and Announcements

Please stand as you are able




Invocation
P) In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

P] O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare Your praise.

(P] Make haste, O God, to deliver me;
make haste to help me, O Lord.

P) Jesus Christ is the Light of the World
The light no darkness can overcome

(P] The Spirit and the Church cry out
Come Lord Jesus

P) All those who await His appearance pray
Come Lord Jesus

[P) The whole creation pleads
Come Lord Jesus
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the

Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen.

Praise to You, O Christ,
King who comes to save

us.




908 Lord, Open Now My Heart to Hear
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1 Lord, o - pen now my heart to hear, And through Your
2 Your Word in - spires my heart with - in; Your Word grants
A3 To God the Fa - ther, God the Son, And God the
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Word to me draw near; Let me Your Word e’er pure re -
heal-ing from my sin; Your Word has pow’r to guide and
Spir - it, Three in  One, Shall glo - ry, praise, and hon - or
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tain; Let me Your child and heir re - main.
bless; Your Word brings peace and hap - pi - ness.
be Now and through - out e - ter - ni -ty
Text (st. 2): © 1993 Mark A. Jeske. Used by permis_?_ieont: (I;?SB Tyr;)nahigetnii.ng. éllg%gEnSaZE
Psalmody
Responsive Reading of Psalm 119:97-105
) °”Oh how I love your law!
It is my meditation all the day.
% Your commandment makes me wiser than my
enemies,
for it is ever with me.
@) I have more understanding than all my teachers,
for your testimonies are my meditation.
1% understand more than the ageéd,
for | keep your precepts.
@) '°'I hold back my feet from every evil way,

in order to keep your word.



%21 do not turn aside from your just decrees,
for you have taught me.

=

' How sweet are your words to my taste,
sweeter than honey to my mouth!

®

% Through your precepts | get understanding;
therefore | hate every false way.

1% Your word is a lamp to my feet

and a light to my path.
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Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to
the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be forever. Amen

Please be seated.

602 The Gifts Christ Freely Gives sts. 1,4, 6
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1 The gifts Christ free - ly gives He gives to you and me
4 The gifts are there each day The ho - ly Word is  read;
6 Al glo - ry to the One Who lav-ish-es such love;
0 | .
[ 1D | P | | [ ~ |
6) p P P o I T | L = 2 =X
[IN3V4 | T r AI | | l l } I {J
d I ' 1 - I ' I

To be His Church, His bride, His cho-sen, saved and free!
God’s chil-dren lis - ten, hear, Re - ceive, and they are fed.
The tri-une God in love As - sures our life a - bove.
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Saints blest with these rich gifts Are  chil-dren who pro - claim
Christ fills them with Him - self, Blest words that give them life,
His means of grace for us Are gifts He loves to give;
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That they were won by Christ And cling to His strong  name.
Re - stor - ing and re-fresh - ing Them for this world’s strife.
All thanks and praise for His Great love by which we live!

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 2001 Richard C. Resch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526

Readings and Sermon

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 55:1-11
“Come, everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;
and he who has no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
*Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
*Incline your ear, and come to me;
hear, that your soul may live;
and I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
*Behold, I made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
>Behold, you shall call a nation that you do not know,
and a nation that did not know you shall run to you,
because of the LOrRD your God, and of the Holy One of

Israel,
for he has glorified you.

%“Seek the LorD while he may be found;
call upon him while he is near;



"let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts;
let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on
him,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
*For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD.
’For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.

'%“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there but water the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
50 shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.”

Epistle Reading: 2 Timothy 3:1-7, 10-17

'But understand this, that in the last days there will come
times of difficulty. *For people will be lovers of self, lovers of
money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents,
ungrateful, unholy, Sheartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without
self-control, brutal, not loving good, *treacherous, reckless,
swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God,
*having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid
such people. °For among them are those who creep into
households and capture weak women, burdened with sins and led
astray by various passions, 'always learning and never able to
arrive at a knowledge of the truth.



%You, however, have followed my teaching, my conduct,

my aim in life, my faith, my patience, my love, my steadfastness,
"my persecutions and sufferings that happened to me at Antioch, at
Iconium, and at Lystra—which persecutions I endured; yet from
them all the Lord rescued me.
"Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be
persecuted, while evil people and impostors will go on from bad to
worse, deceiving and being deceived. '“But as for you, continue in
what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from
whom you learned it ""and how from childhood you have been
acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise
for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. '°All Scripture is breathed
out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction,
and for training in righteousness, ''that the man of God may be
competent, equipped for every good work.

Holy Gospel from John 5:24-40
[P) The Holy Gospel According to St. John the 5th Chapter
Glory to you, O Lord

**Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and
believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into
judgment, but has passed from death to life.

»<Tryly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now
here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those
who hear will live. *°For as the Father has life in himself, so he has
granted the Son also to have life in himself. *’And he has given him
authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man. **Do
not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the
tombs will hear his voice *’and come out, those who have done good



to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the
resurrection of judgment.

39T can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge, and my
judgment is just, because I seek not my own will but the will of him
who sent me. *'If I alone bear witness about myself, my testimony
is not deemed true. **There is another who bears witness about me,
and I know that the testimony that he bears about me is true. **You
sent to John, and he has borne witness to the truth. **Not that the
testimony that I receive is from man, but [ say these things so that
you may be saved. *’He was a burning and shining lamp, and you
were willing to rejoice for a while in his light. **But the testimony
that [ have is greater than that of John. For the works that the Father
has given me to accomplish, the very works that I am doing, bear
witness about me that the Father has sent me. >’ And the Father who
sent me has himself borne witness about me. His voice you have
never heard, his form you have never seen, **and you do not have
his word abiding in you, for you do not believe the one whom he
has sent. **You search the Scriptures because you think that in them
you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me, “’yet
you refuse to come to me that you may have life.

Reading Response
[P) This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise be to thee, O Christ

Responsory (Advent) LSB 230

P) Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will
raise up for David a righteous Branch.

This is the name by which He will be called: The
Lord Is Our Righteousness.

P] In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell
securely.
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This is the name by which He will be called:
The Lord Is Our Righteousness.

P) Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy

Spirit.

This is the name by which He will be called:
The Lord Is Our Righteousness.

Please be seated.

589 Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens
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Let each prom-ise still
Let Your Word be now
On Your words my spir
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love’s strong fer - vor That I cling to You for - ev - er!
feel sin’s  bur - den You give words of peace and par-don.
sword pre - vail -ing And my cup of joy un - fail -ing!
praise  is giv - en In the end-less joy of heav-en.

Tune and text: Public domain

Sermon: 2 Timothy 3:14-17
"God Still With Us in His Word"

Offering and Prayers

Please stand as you are able

Offering Statement

[P) Please fulfill your obligation as a member to support the
ministry that is still on-going despite the restrictions
imposed concerning public worship. Please mail in your
offering, give on-line at our website, or drop your
offering envelope off in the lobby in the offering box
across from the Church Office Monday — Friday 9 am-1

PM
Offering Hymn LSB 712, Seek Ye First
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1 Seek ye first  the king‘— dom of God, And His
2 Ask and it shall be giv - en un - to you, Seek and
3 Man does not live by bread a - lone, But by
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righ - teous - ness. And all these things shall be
ye shall find, Knock and the door shall be
ev - ry word That pro - ceeds from the
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add\-_éd un - to you! Al -le - lu, al-le-1lu - ia!
o - pened un - to you, Al -le - lu, al-le-1lu - ia!
mouth of the Lord, Al -le - lu, al-le-1lu - ia!

Text and tune: © 1972 Maranatha! Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: 10002526 no. 10002526

Please be seated.

Prayer requests are gathered from the congregation

P) O Lord, hear my prayer.
And let my cry come to You.

Collect of the Day

P} Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your
protection we may be rescued from the threatening
perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty
deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Prayers of the Church
(Gathered from the Congregation)

P) ....Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer

Collect for the Pandemic
(P) Let us pray.



Almighty God, You have been our help in ages past
and you are our hope in the years to come. Be with our
nation during this time of confusion and fear over the
Pandemic that is spreading across our nation and here
in our state and county. Be with our leaders and grant
them godly wisdom to make good decisions on behalf
of all. Be with the leaders of this congregation and
grant us the discernment to make choices that reflect
our faith in you and our love and concern for our
members and our neighbors. Be with all those who
worship with us through the blessing of social media.
Grant us faith that replaces fear. Use this time of
uncertainty and panic in our society as an opportunity
for us to shine the light of your love and your mercy.
Move us to confess with our mouths and our lives that
you are the Rock to whom we cling, even though the
earth gives way.

Grant us continued grace to stand in faith toward you.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Collect for Peace

P) O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good
counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants,
that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts
may be set to obey Your commandments and also that
we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may
live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Please stand as you are able
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

LSB 587 | Know My Faith Is Founded
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1T know my faith is found - ed On Je - sus Christ, my
2 In-crease my faith, dear Sav - ior, For Sa - tan seeks by
3 In faith, Lord, let me serve You; Though per - se - cu - tion,
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God and Lord; And this my faith con - fess - ing, Un -
night and day To rob me of this trea - sure And
grief, and pain Should seek to o - ver - whelm me, Let
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moved I stand on His sure Word. Our rea - son can - not

take my hope of bliss a - way. But, Lord, with You be -
me a stead - fast trust re - tain; And then at  my de -
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all - suf - fi - cient, It makes di - vine-ly sure; And
me, (0] Sav - ior, A firm - er faith be - stow; Then
death, Lord, keep me Un-til Your heav’'n I gain, Where
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trust - ing in its wis - dom, My faith shall rest se - cure.
I shall bid de - fi - ance To ev - ry e - vil foe.
I by Your great mer - cy The end of faith at - tain.

Tune and text: Public domain
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Benedicamus LSB 234
(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 234

P] The grace of our Lord "I~ Jesus Christ and the love of
God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you

all.

Amen.

Closing Peace

P) Go in peace, serve the Lord
Thanks be to God
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