4th Sunday in Advent Divine IV
Sunday, December 20", 2020

Welcome and Announcements

Salutation

[P} The Peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you.

Please share the Peace of Christ with a wave of your hand from where you sit.
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Confession and Absolution

Please stand as able

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

[P) In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P) Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

P) If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

[P) Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together
as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly
Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

[P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the ~I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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sts. ref, 4-5
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Service of the Word

Psalm 89:1-5, 19-29
@) * I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, forever;

with my mouth | will make known your faithfulness to all generations.

?For I said, “Steadfast love will be built up forever;

in the heavens you will establish your faithfulness.”
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P) ®You have said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one;
| have sworn to David my servant:

* I will establish your offspring forever,
and build your throne for all generations.’”

[P) ° Let the heavens praise your wonders, O LORD,
your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones!

¥ Of old you spoke in a vision to your godly one, and said:
“I have granted help to one who is mighty;
| have exalted one chosen from the people.

@ %° | have found David, my servant;
with my holy oil | have anointed him,

2 50 that my hand shall be established with him;
my arm also shall strengthen him.

[P) % The enemy shall not outwit him;
the wicked shall not humble him.

231 will crush his foes before him
and strike down those who hate him.

[P * My faithfulness and my steadfast love shall be with him,
and in my name shall his horn be exalted.

*> | will set his hand on the sea
and his right hand on the rivers.

[P) *® He shall cry to me, ‘You are my Father,
my God, and the Rock of my salvation.’

2" And 1 will make him the firstborn,
the highest of the kings of the earth.

[P) % My steadfast love | will keep for him forever,
and my covenant will stand firm for him.

221 will establish his offspring forever and his throne as the days of the
heavens.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was
In the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
[P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Let us pray.
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the
sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy;
for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated

Children’s Message

Old Testament Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

'!Now when the king lived in his house and the LoRD had given him rest
from all his surrounding enemies, “the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See
now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” *And
Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is in your heart, for the LORD is with
you.”

“But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, *“Go and tell my
servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD: Would you build me a house to dwell in?
°| have not lived in a house since the day | brought up the people of Israel
from Egypt to this day, but | have been moving about in a tent for my
dwelling. “In all places where | have moved with all the people of Israel, did |
speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom | commanded to
shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of
cedar?””’
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*Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD
of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you
should be prince over my people Israel. *And | have been with you wherever
you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you. And I will make
for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. ‘°And I will
appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may
dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall
afflict them no more, as formerly, *'from the time that | appointed judges over
my people Israel. And I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover,
the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. . . .

*And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me.
Your throne shall be established forever.””

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading: Romans 16:25-27
“Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was
kept secret for long ages “°but has now been disclosed and through the
prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, according to the
command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— *’to the
only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able
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Alleluia and Verse
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Holy Gospel: Luke 1:26-38

[P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

°In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee
named Nazareth, %’to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of
the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. “*And he came to her
and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” *But she was
greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this
might be. **And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have
found favor with God. **And behold, you will conceive in your womb and
bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. **He will be great and will be
called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the
throne of his father David, **and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever,
and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
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3 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”

*And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born
will be called holy—the Son of God. **And behold, your relative Elizabeth in
her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who
was called barren. *’For nothing will be impossible with God.” *And Mary
said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your
word.” And the angel departed from her.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life -1~ everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated
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A
« . q ﬁ
\ P — fo—» ] - \ \
\V I I ] ! ‘ .
) * [E— ’ . oJ—o—tiLoL
I What child 1s this, who, laid torest, On  Mar-ys lap is
2 Why lies He in  such mean es-tate ~ Where ox and ass are
3 So  bring Him in - cense, gold, andmyrrh; Come, peas - ant, king, to

A

V.

e e O > .
; 4= g —
sleep - ing? Whom an - gels greet with an - thems sweet While
feed - ing? Good Chris - tian, fear; for sin - ners here  The
own Him. The King  of kings sal - va - tion brings; Let

A 4

Y » . .
shep - herds watch  are keep - ing?  This, this is
si lent  Word is  plead - ing.  Nails, spear  shall
lov ing hearts en - throne Him.  Raise, raise  the

f) 4

.\' | \' d ‘\J * ] ]

) g JH 9.
Christ the king, ~ Whom shep - herds guard and  an - gels sing;
pierce Him through, The cross  be borne for me, for you;
song on high, The vir - gin sings her lul - la- by;

f)

)y A B . —

e e N

Q) 4 . Y N & —o" o
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Hail, hail the Word madeflesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon: Luke 1:34-38
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Offering and Prayers

Offering:
(P) Please fulfill your obligation as a member to support the ministry that is
still on-going despite the restrictions imposed concerning public worship.
Please mail in your offering, give on-line at our website, or drop your
offering envelope off in the lobby in the offering box across from the
Church Office Monday — Friday 9 am-1 PM

Offering Verse: Psalm 89:1

' I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, forever;
with my mouth | will make known your faithfulness to all generations.

Please stand as you are able
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Text: © 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002526
Tune: Public domain

Please be seated

Prayer of the Church
[P) In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

Brief silence
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P) .... let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

[P) O Most High, we give You thanks for Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,
who is the Key of David and the scepter of the house of Israel. By His
death, He has opened the kingdom of heaven and closed the gates of hell
for all who trust in Him. By His resurrection, He has rescued the prisoners
who sat in darkness and in the shadow of death. Grant that, as we recall
with thanksgiving His advent in the flesh, we may always confess Him and
remain watchful for His advent in glory at the Last Day; through the same
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please stand as you are able

Lord’s Prayer LSB 241
Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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Close of the Service

Benedicamus LSB 212
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Benediction
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.

Amen.
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Sharing of the Peace
(P} The Peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you

[P) Please take a moment today to call, or text, or through your choice of
social media, reach out to your brothers and sisters and neighbors with
fellowship and friendship. Be especially vigilant concerning those around
you who may need your help with transportation, or groceries, or other
needs that you may be in a position to help with. Reach out with the love
of Christ as His Church

Closing Peace

P) Go in peace, serve the Lord
Thanks be to God
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